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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Reconsideration and allowance in view of the foregoing amendment and the 
following remarks are respectfully requested. 

Claims 2-4, 7, 8, and 11-13 remain pending. 

Claims 1, 9 and 10 were rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bellmer or Noah. Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. However, to advance 
prosecution, claims 1, 9 and 10 have been canceled. It is therefore respectfully 
submitted that the Examiner's rejection has been mooted. 

Claims 5 and 6 were rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bellmer. Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. However, to advance 
prosecution, claims 5 and 6 have been canceled so that the Examiner's rejection has 
been mooted. 

Applicant notes with appreciation the Examiner's indication that claims 2-4, 7-8 
and 11 contain allowable subject matter. Each of the claims noted by the Examiner has 
now been presented in independent form and the claims are therefore submitted to be 
allowable. Applicant notes with appreciation the Examiner's indication that claims 12 
and 13 are allowed as well. 

Attached are the documents listed on the herewith Form PTO-1449. The listed 
documents were submitted to the Japanese Patent Office by a third party on July 30, 
2004 and the Japanese Patent Office sent a notification of the third party's submission 
to assignee on September 7, 2004. Attached is a translation of the notification and 
third party submission dispatched to the assignee, Denso Corporation. Note that GB 
2015084 is the English language counterpart to JP -551477. 

It is hereby certified that each of the listed documents on the herewith Form 
PTO-1449 was first cited in a Communication from the Japanese Patent Office on 



- 13- 



894103 



KANO et al. 

Appl. No. 10/628,480 

October 28, 2004 

September 7, 2004, not more than three months ago. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is intended to be in full compliance with 
the rules, but should the Examiner find any part of its required content to have been 
omitted, prompt notice to that effect is earnestly solicited, along with additional time 
under Rule 97(f), to enable Applicant to comply fully. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner consider each of the herewith listed 
documents and return of a copy of the herewith Form PTO-1449 with the Examiner's 
initials in the left column per MPEP 609. 

All objections and rejections having been addressed, it is respectfully submitted 
that the present application is in condition for allowance and an early Notice to that 
effect is earnestly solicited. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



NIXON & VANDERHYE P.C 




Michelle N. Lester 
Reg. No. 32,331 
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